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1. CONFLICT IN THE MIDDLE EAST 
  To Be Resolved By God! 

Promises made by God to Abraham and to his descendants — the Jews — are the key 
to understanding the Middle East. The Jews’ turbulent history was foretold long ago by 
Moses and other prophets. In fact, the destiny of Israel and her Arab neighbors is the 
subject of most Bible prophecy.

The situation we see today is part of what Bible prophets called the “last days.” The 
climax of today’s conflicts will be an intervention by God and His Son, Jesus Christ. Only 
then will there be genuine peace. This momentous event will affect every man, woman 
and child on the earth!

In This Program We Examine: 

• Who the Jews and Arabs are, and the source of the 
conflict between them.

• Remarkable prophecies about the nation of Israel that have been 
fulfilled in the past, and are continuing to be fulfilled in our own time.

• God’s ongoing interest in the Middle East, and what’s in store for the future.



Key Points and Bible References: 

1. The Jews are descendants of Abraham through Isaac and his  son Jacob, who was 
renamed Israel (Genesis 21:1-7, 25:19-26, 35:10, 22-26)

2. The Arabs are descendants of Abraham through Ishmael, Keturah and Isaac’s son 
Esau (Genesis 16:16, 25:1-4, 25:12-16, 25:19-26, 28:9, 36:1-43)

3. God promised the land of Canaan (modern Israel) to Abraham and his descendants for 
ever (Genesis 13:14-16, 17:8)

4. Jesus is Abraham’s special descendant (Galatians 3:6-7, 16)

5. Those baptized into Christ are Abraham’s spiritual descendants, and heirs of the same 
promise (Galatians 3:27-29)

6. God chose the Jews to be a special people and a holy nation (Exodus 19:5-6)

7. Moses set before the nation of Israel a clear choice: obey God and live, or go your own 
way and perish (Deuteronomy 30:15-18)

8. Moses foretold the history of Israel in advance (Deuteronomy 28:1-68)

9. God chose Israel because Abraham believed God’s promise to him, not because Israel 
were inherently good people (Deuteronomy 9:5-6)

10. Despite Israel’s rebellious behavior, God still worked with them for the sake of His holy 
Name (Ezekiel 36:16-24)

11. Ancient/modern enemies of Israel have always plotted her annihilation (Psalm 83:1-8)

12. God will replace the hostility among Assyria (modern Iraq), Egypt and Israel with His 
blessings (Isaiah 19:23-24)

13. God’s holy house will be established on Mt. Zion in Jerusalem, from which His law, 
justice and teaching of peace for all nations will come forth (Isaiah 2:2-4)

14. God’s people are urged to pray for the peace of Jerusalem, i.e. for God’s kingdom to 
come, and His will to be done on earth (Psalm 122:6-9, Matthew 6:10)



2. BIBLE PROPHECY IS RELIABLE 
  And Affects Your Salvation! 

Bible prophecy, unlike the prophecies of others, is specific, detailed, and consistent. 
Even when symbolism is used, there are generally clear indications of how to understand 
the symbols. After all, the purpose of prophecy is to reveal, not to conceal!

History has proven Bible prophecy to be completely reliable-and it affects your 
salvation!

Bible prophecy isn’t just gazing into the future; it is directly involved with God’s plan 
of salvation. Centuries of fulfilled prophecy demonstrate that the Bible really is the Word 
of God. Ongoing fulfillments in our own lifetime show that God is still at work in human 
affairs.
 

This Program Focuses On: 

• Four fundamental 
characteristics of 
Bible prophecy.

• A comparison of 
Bible prophecy 
with the 
prophecies of 
Nostradamus and 
Jean Dixon.

• A prophecy 
of Daniel that 
serves as a key 
to understanding 
many other Bible 
prophecies.

• The Bible’s proven 
track record of 
accuracy in its predictions, and why it is especially important to pay 
attention to Bible prophecy today.

Key Points and Bible References: 

1. The purpose of Bible prophecy is threefold: to encourage the faithful, to warn the 
wayward and to vindicate God (Revelation 22:6-20, Jeremiah 18:7-11, Ezekiel 36:22-38)

2. Prophetic Scripture (1) claims divine revelation, (2) contains moral imperatives, (3) 
gives a sensible reason and (4) has specific details. The text in Daniel 4 exhibits all four 
characteristics: “it is a decree of the Most High”, “break off your sins”, “to the end that 
the living may know that the Most High rules in the kingdom of men”, “you shall be 
made to eat grass like the ox.” The writings of non-Biblical prophets fail to have these 
characteristics.

3. Unlike the vague writings of Nostradamus and the inaccurate, political predictions 
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of Jean Dixon, Bible Prophecy is notably clear, unambiguous and detailed. It has a 
purpose, and has been, to a considerable degree, visibly fulfilled (e.g. Zechariah 8:1-8, 
Ezekiel 26:1-14).

4. The prophecy of Daniel 2:27-45 interprets itself (e.g. “head of gold” = Babylon). It 
has both short and long-term fulfillments. Within 50 years, the Medo-Persian empire 
replaced Babylon (Daniel 5:25-30), followed by Greece (Daniel 8:20-21) and then Rome 
(Luke 3:1). Accurate short term predictions make the long term predictions trustworthy.

5. Daniel 2 leaves the toe kingdoms uninterpreted, but does explain the stone’s coming  
“the God of heaven will set up a Kingdom that will never be destroyed”! (v.44)  
Fullfillment of this prophecy entails the replacement of all man-made governments with 
God’s divine rule.

6. Many prophets predict a “latter day” Gentile coalition of “nations round about” Israel that 
attacks and conquers Jerusalem (Daniel  8:17-26, 10:14, 11:29-12:1, 7:20-22, Zechariah 
12:1-3, 14:1-2,  Psalm 83:1-8, Ezekiel 35:1-36:5, Obadiah 10-16, Joel 2:30-3:3).

7. Jesus himself predicted that “to fulfill all that is written... Jerusalem will be trodden 
down by the Gentiles” just prior to his return as king (Luke 21:20-28, Matthew 24:15-
31, Revelation 11:2,7-8,15).

8. Jesus also warned against false prophets who will try to lead people astray during 
the time of great tribulation (Matthew 24:24-27).  False prophets are to be recognized, 
tested, and rejected  (Deuteronomy 18:20-22, 13:1-5, I John 4:1-6.)

9. The terrible tribulation that befalls Israel will evidently spread to the rest of the world 
(Matthew 24:21-22, Mark 13:19-20, Luke 21:25-26, Revelation 6:12-17, chapters 8, 9 & 
16), but will be ended gloriously by the coming of Christ and the redemption he brings 
(Luke 21:27-28, Revelation 19:1-16).

10. Scripture foretells “that scoffers will come in the last days” scoffing at the idea of 
God’s intervention in world affairs. But as in the days of Noah, God will destroy the 
wicked and save the godly. This time He will establish a new, righteous order of things 
(2 Peter 3:3-14, Luke 17:26-33, Revelation 21:1-4). To be included in this New Order 
(i.e. to be ‘saved’) means listening to God’s prophets and getting prepared now for 
Christ’s coming!



3. THE RETURN OF CHRIST 
     Soon!  

The “Second Coming” of Jesus Christ fills some people with hope, others with dread, 
and many with confusion. Just what is supposed to happen when Christ returns?

The Old Testament speaks of Messiah coming to rule in righteousness, and to pour out 
God’s judgments on the wicked. The New Testament, in perfect harmony with the Old, 
teaches that Jesus will literally return to the earth as God’s appointed Judge and King. 
The dead will be raised and the faithful of all ages will be rewarded with everlasting life.

Prophetic signs indicate Christ’s return may happen very soon! It’s important for us to 
pay attention to the signs, and to be personally ready.

In this program we see: 

• How and where the Bible says Jesus will return.
• What Jesus will do when he comes.
• The signs of Christ’s coming that we should look for, and how we can recognize them 

as happening right now.
• Warning against false prophets, and motivation to be ready for the true Messiah.

 
Jesus Will Come Again 

Jesus will return in the same way he left: with clouds of glory, in the sight of many 
witnesses, with all authority and power from God. (Acts 1:11, Revelation 1:7, Matthew 24:
30, 28:18). He is coming back to the very place from which he ascended: the Mount of 
Olives near Jerusalem (Acts 1:12, Zechariah 14:4).

When asked privately by his disciples “what will be the sign of your coming and of 
the close of the age?” Jesus gave a detailed reply, which is recorded in three places: 
Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21. This prophecy has application to events in the first 
century (the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70 -- see Luke 21:20-24) as well as the time 
just prior to “the Son of man coming” (Luke 21:25-28).

Jesus’ words are very encouraging to disciples who must live through terrible tribulation 
(Mark 13:14-20). They are assured that the painful and frightening time is but the “birth 
pangs” of the Kingdom to come (Mark 13:8).

“Now when these things begin to take place, look up and raise your heads, because 
your redemption is drawing near” (Luke 21:28) 

How To Be Ready

 People who believe in the reality and nearness of Christ’s literal return to earth will 
respond accordingly. They know Jesus is coming to set up God’s Kingdom and to reward 
the faithful (Matthew 25:31-40, 19:28-30, Revelation 2:26-27, 5:10, 11:15-18). Their belief 
will lead to baptism (Mark 16:16, John 3:3-5) and “lives of holiness and godliness, waiting 
for and hastening the coming of the day of God” (2 Peter 3:11-12).

• What should be the response to scoffing and the apparent delay in Christ’s return? The 



scoffing is a sign of the “last days” while the delay is actually God’s forbearance: “not 
wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance” (2 Peter 3:1-9).

• When, exactly, will Christ come? Only God knows (Matthew 24:36).
• How, specifically, should believers be getting ready? “Worship the Father in spirit and 

truth,” learn from Scripture, witness for Christ, pray for strength to endure, and be 
occupied in faithful, caring service (John 4:23, 2 Timothy 3:15-16, Mark 13:1-13, Luke 
21:36, Matthew 24:13, 42-44).

How Soon? The Signs: 

1. The nation of Israel. Given that the fig tree represents Israel (Hosea 9:10, Luke 13:6-8, 
Matthew 21:18-20), then the parable of the fig tree coming out in leaf, points to the 
recent emergence of Israel as a nation. This is fulfilled Bible prophecy! We have seen it 
in our lifetime! So “when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom 
of God is near” (Luke 21:29-31, Mark 13:28-29).

2. The Jews possess Jerusalem. The siege of Jerusalem by Roman armies in AD 70 was 
a sign “that its desolation has come near” (Luke 21:20). The prophet Zechariah predicts 
a similar, last days setting: “all the nations (gathered) against Jerusalem to battle” where 
the outcome is the return of the Lord (Zechariah 14:1-6).

3. A wicked, violent world. The days just prior to Christ’s return are compared to the 
days of Noah – a wicked, corrupt world preoccupied with self and filled with violence 
(Matthew 24:37-39, Luke 17:26-27, Genesis 6:5-11). They are also likened to the days 
of Lot in Sodom, a city noted for pride, materialism, oppression and sexual perversion 
(Luke 17:28-29, Ezekiel 16:49-50, Genesis 19). Disciples are warned specifically not to 
be “weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and cares of this life” lest they be 
ensnared in the sudden, certain, divine destruction to come (Luke 21:34-35, 2 Peter 3:
10-14).

4. Monumental, insolvable, world-wide problems. “There will be signs in the sun, moon 
and stars, and upon the earth distress of all nations in perplexity...men fainting with fear 
and with foreboding of what is coming on the world...” (Luke 21:25-26). Things such 
as the nuclear threat, intense nationalistic rivalries, growing environmental hazards, 
the world debt and rampant crime have become international dilemmas, unique to our 
generation. The world is coming unraveled, with no solution in sight except the coming 
of Christ (v. 27).

5. War and upheaval on a global scale. Jesus predicted: “Nation will rise against nation, 
and kingdom against kingdom; there will be great earthquakes, and in various places 
famines and pestilences” (Luke 21:10-11). Our generation is experiencing these 
agonies! 

6. False Christs and false prophets. The days of “great tribulation” will be aggravated by 
false teachers who will lead many astray (Matthew 24:4-5, 11, 21-24). Their teaching 
of a ‘secret’ coming is false (Mark 13:21-23). The coming of Jesus will be as visible as 
lightning filling the sky, as obvious as vultures circling a corpse (Matthew 24:26-28).



4. THE KINGDOM OF GOD ON EARTH 
  The Christian Hope!

The Bible says that when Christ returns, he will rule the entire earth as King from his 
throne in Jerusalem. This Kingdom of God on earth is the true Christian Hope!

Peace, righteousness, and genuine justice will replace the turmoil, corruption and 
inequities we experience today. Suffering and death will be abolished forever. Sound too 
good to be true? Bible prophecy --which makes these claims--has proven to be accurate 
over and over again. Jesus believed it, and taught us to pray for it.

Jesus also cautions us that he is coming as God’s appointed judge, to remove the 
unfaithful and unholy forever. We determine by our lives now whether we will share in the 
blessings of the Kingdom, or be destroyed with the unrighteous.

In this program we see: 

• What the Bible says the Kingdom of God will be like.
• How God’s promises, His Kingdom and the nation of Israel relate to the true  

Christian hope.
• God’s judgments on those who have rejected Him, and His removal of all wrongdoing 

from the earth.

Key Points and Bible References: 

1. “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth...” (Matthew 6:10), is a key thought in 
the Lord’s prayer, and reflects a believer’s true hope.

2. God promised King David a ‘son’ who would sit on Jerusalem’s throne and rule over 
Israel forever (1 Chronicles 17:9-14). Jesus is that special descendant (Luke 1:31-33, 
Romans 1:3, Isaiah 9:6-7).

3. Jerusalem is the designated capital city of the Kingdom of God (Jeremiah 3:17, Ezekiel 
43:71) All nations will come there to hear God’s law and learn the ways of peace (Micah 
4:1-3, Isaiah 2:2-4, Isaiah 11:1-10).

4. Justice, peace and righteousness will prevail in the Kingdom (Isaiah 32:16-18). 
The wilderness will blossom (Isaiah 35:1-6). Famine, pain and war will be removed 
(Revelation 7:16, 21:4, Isaiah 2:4).

5. It is God’s purpose that His sovereignty will be acknowledged by everyone (Isaiah 45:
18-23). In the Kingdom age, the earth will be “filled with the knowledge of the glory of 
the LORD” (Habakkuk 2:14).

6. This “good news of the kingdom of God” was the core teaching of Jesus and the 
apostles (Luke 4:43, Acts 1:3,6, 8:12, 28:30-31).

7. Those who believe and are baptized are saved from sin for the Kingdom of God (Mark 
16:16, Romans 6:3-22, Luke 12:21-32, 13:23-29, John 3:3-5).



8. There is one Christian hope (Ephesians 4:4), the hope of Israel (Acts 28:20), which is 
the hope of the resurrection (Acts 24:15, 26:6-8, Romans 8:19-24).

9. Scripture declares there is one gospel (Galatians 1:6-9). That gospel was preached to 
Abraham, the ‘father’ of all who would have faith in Christ (Galatians 3:6-9), whether 
Jew or Gentile (Romans 4:16-17).

10. God’s promises to Abraham included inheritance of the land of Canaan -today’s 
Israel -- forever (Genesis 13:14-17, 17: 1-8). Those “in Christ” by faith and baptism 
are regarded as “Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise”, and will inherit the 
world (Galatians 3:26-29, Romans 4:13).

11. Those who practice wickedness will be excluded from the Kingdom (I Corinthians 6:
9-10, Galatians 5:19-21, Revelation 21:7-8). Not everyone who claims to be a disciple 
will be rewarded (Matthew 7:21-23).

12. Men and women everywhere are called to repentance (Acts 17:30-31), for Jesus 
is coming to judge the world (John 5:22). Individuals from all nations will be called to 
judgment (Matthew 25:31-41, Revelation 20:12).

13. God’s judgment through Jesus Christ -- at his return -- will be just and true (John 
5:22, Revelation 16:4-7). The Kingdom comes with both reward and punishment 
(Revelation 11:18, Luke 13:28, 2 Peter 3:5-10).

14. Both the “just and the unjust” will be raised (Acts 24: 15). The ‘righteous’ will be 
rewarded with eternal life, but the ‘wicked’ will be destroyed (John 5:28-29, Daniel 12:2, 
Matthew 25:31-41, Revelation 20:15).

15. What is the proper response to this message?

• “Repent and be baptized” (Acts 2:38, Mark 16:16)
• Continue in a godly life (Romans 2:7, Philippians 1:27)
• Hold the faith taught in Scripture “firm to the end” (Hebrews 3:14)
• Pray for the coming “new heavens and a new earth” (2 Peter 3:11-13) unique to 

our generation. The world is coming unraveled, with no solution in sight except 
the coming of Christ (v. 27).


